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VICE PRESIDENT OF EPIDEMIOLOGY
American Cancer Society, Atlanta, GA

The Research department at the American Cancer Society is seeking a senior cancer epidemiologist to lead 

a productive collegial group conducting etiologic analyses of cancer and other diseases in several large 

prospective cohorts, known as the Cancer Prevention Studies. Current group members include leading 

epidemiologists with expertise in tobacco, obesity, pharmacoepidemiology, nutritional epidemiology, 

genetic epidemiology, biochemistry, and breast, lung, prostate, colon, ovarian, and pancreatic cancers. 

The program provides an outstanding environment for the conduct of epidemiologic research. Resources 

include the CPS-II Nutrition Cohort, a well-established cohort of over 184,000 men and women with 

detailed and periodically updated exposure information, a bio-specimen repository including blood or 

buccal cell samples from over 100,000 cohort members, and over 12 years of cancer incidence follow up. 

Additional resources include two prospective mortality cohorts, each with over a million participants. 

Recruitment is ongoing for CPS-3, a new cohort of 500,000 men and women who are providing biospeci-

mens and detailed questionnaire information and who will be followed for 20 or more years.

As vice president of Epidemiology, the successful applicant will provide scientific leadership, oversight, 

and mentoring for a group of approximately 35 people, including eight doctoral and 13 masters-level 

individuals. In addition, the candidate will be expected to establish ongoing communications and 

collaborations with scientists from other institutions, provide expert opinion on epidemiologic topics to 

the media and others, and conduct and publish high-quality cancer research of public health importance 

in prominent scientific journals. All salaries of group members are fully funded by the American Cancer 

Society, as are the costs of building and maintaining the prospective cohorts. Applicant reports directly 

to the national vice president of Research.

Applicants must have a doctoral degree (a PhD in epidemiology and/or an MD/MPH), substantial 

experience in a leadership position, and a strong record of cancer research publications. Additional 

requirements include: extensive knowledge of epidemiologic methods and study design, especially 

pertaining to cohort studies and large-scale data collection; excellent ability to communicate orally and 

in writing; the ability to collaborate productively with scientists from many institutions; expertise in 

planning and conducting complex projects; and the ability to direct others on complex projects.

Please send a letter of interest, curriculum vitae, names and contact information for three references, 

and a brief summary of current research focus to:

MichaelThun,MD,MS

Epidemiology and Surveillance Research

American Cancer Society

250 Williams Street NW

Atlanta, GA 30303-1002

(or via e-mail to michael.thun@cancer.org)
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